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ENJOY LITTLE ROCK’S MONEY-SAVING ATTRACTIONS
Arrive early or stay after the 63rd National Square Dance Convention®. Little Rock has a lot to see and do
without a cost to the visitor
Saving money, on all kinds of free things to see and do, means more in your pocket for great dining and lodging
in the city. With bargains like these, the opportunities for fun are limitless.

GET INFORMED

Start your visit off with a stop by the Little Rock Visitor Information Center at Historic Curran Hall, 615 E.
Capitol Ave. just off of Interstate 30 via the Sixth Street or Ninth Street exits. One of only a handful of
antebellum homes remaining in Little Rock today, the Walters-Curran-Bell home, commonly known as Curran
Hall now serves as the city's visitor information center. Open 9:00 AM-5 PM Monday-Saturday; 1 PM-5 PM
Sunday. For more information, call 501-371-0076 or visitLittleRock.com.

CHECK OUT THE VIEW
The Big Dam Bridge is the world's longest pedestrian and Bicycle
Bridge built and designed specifically for that purpose. Located
over Murray Lock and Dam, The Pulaski County Pedestrian and
Bicycle Bridge has a 14-foot wide deck that extends 3,463 feet
across the Arkansas River. The $12.5 million bridge ties together
17 miles of Scenic River trails in Little Rock and North Little Rock
and will eventually connect with 7,000 acres of various cities,
county, state and federal park land. You don‟t have to be a
seasoned athlete to enjoy the gorgeous views that can be found
along every step of the bridge. A walking platform at 90 feet above
the navigation channel, it should be an amazing spot to catch an
invigorating sunrise or sunset over the Arkansas River.

ENJOY THE ART OF IT ALL
The Arkansas Arts Center in MacArthur Park near the River Market District at 9th
and Commerce streets has a few special offerings of its own. The recently
expanded, 42,000 square-foot museum includes a world-renowned art collection.
The museum is free to the public. Open 10 AM to 5 PM Tuesday through Saturday
and from 11 AM to 5 PM on Sunday. For more information, call 501-372-4000 or
visit ArkArts.com.

SEE CIVIL RIGHTS HISTORY UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL
Visit the circa 1927 Gothic-style Central High School which received international
attention during the Civil Rights Movement and the museum in the restored service station
across the street. There, you can tour the interactive exhibit "All the World is Watching
Us" which tells the story of the nine black students who made civil rights history when
they entered Central High in September 1957. 2125 Daisy L. Gatson Bates Drive. Open 9
AM- 4:30 PM Monday through Saturday and 1-4:30 PM Sunday. Closed major holidays.
For more information call 501-374-1957 or visit nps.gov/chsc/

CATCH A RIDE
Or at least admire a bevy of dream machines. From April through October, every
third Thursday of the month from 6 to 9 PM, more than 100 vintage, classic, and
exotic cars, trucks and motorcycles gather under the River Market Pavilions in the
River Market District for the Little Rock Convention and Visitors Bureau's popular
"Cruisin' in the Rock." These wheels can turn on a dime but it won't cost one to check
them out For more information, call 501-370-3201, or visit BigCruisefest.com.

ENTER A WAR ZONE
The MacArthur Museum of Arkansas Military History, 503 E. Ninth St., in MacArthur Park,
highlights the state's military heritage from Territorial days to the present. The Tower
Building of the old U.S. Arsenal where it resides has a rich history, too. It was completed in
1841 and was the birthplace of Gen. Douglas MacArthur in 1880. Open 10 AM to 4 PM
Tuesday through Saturday, 1 PM to 4 PM Sunday. Closed major holidays. For more
information, call 501-376-4602 or visit ArkMilitaryHJeritage.com.

CAPATALIZE ON YOUR VISIT
No trip to Little Rock is complete without a stop at the State
Capitol. Designed in the Neoclassical style, construction began in
1899 and was completed in 1915. Modeled after the nation's Capitol,
the building features Arkansas granite and six bronze doors and three
chandeliers crafted by Tiffany's of New York. Free audio tours
available. Call weekdays to schedule free, guided tours. One Capitol
Mall, Capitol Avenue and Woodlane. 501-682-5080. to take a virtual
tour, visit SOSWeb.state.ar.us/.

SEE BILL CLINTON’S RUNNING SHOES AND SAXOPHONE
Serving as the state's first capitol from 1836 until 1911 when the current capitol was completed, the newly
renovated Old State House, 300 W. Markham St., is the oldest standing state capitol building west of the
Mississippi River, and today houses a museum of Arkansas history. Bill Clinton announced his campaign for
presidency and celebrated his victory, both in 1992 and in 1996, on election night in front of the Old State
House. Open 9 AM-5 PM Monday-Saturday and 1-5 PM Sunday. For more information call 501-324-9685 or
visit OldStatehouse.com

SNAP A SHOT WITH THE SUGARBAKERS
Considered a local Little Rock landmark, the circa 1881 Villa Marre, a Second
Empire/Italianate home gained fame when, in the 1980s, television producers
and former Arkansas residents Harry Thomason and his wife, Linda
Bloodworth-Thomason used the home's exterior to depict the Sugarbaker
design firm on the couple's CBS television series "Designing Women."
Formerly a house museum, the Villa Marre, 1321 S. Scott St., is now a private
residence and no longer open for tours, but you can take of photo of its famous
exterior

FEED THE DUCKS
MacArthur Park, adjacent to the Arkansas Arts Center, is a lovely place to feed the ducks residing in the park's
lake. Don't forget the loaf of bread. Why not take a picnic lunch for yourself when you go? 9th & Commerce
Streets.

GO WINDOW SHOPPING
Once a nearly abandoned warehouse district along what used to be known as East Markham Street (now
President Clinton Avenue), this stretch of Little Rock's downtown has come back to life as the River Market
District encompassing several city blocks. The William J. Clinton Presidential Center and Park is a part of the
district and Heifer International's new world headquarters will soon be nearby. The area is filled with
restaurants and retail shops as well as the Little Rock River Market, featuring an array of owner-operated shops
and stalls and a seasonal farmers' market in the warmer months. For more information, call 501-376-4781 or
visit RiverMarket.info.

EAT A PEACH
Well, the peach will cost you; but not much. And a juicy farm-fresh Arkansas peach hand
selected at the Farmers' Market in the heat of the summer is well worth the pocket change
Open 7 AM to 3 PM Tuesdays and Saturdays from late May through October, in the River
Market District. Visit RiverMarket.info or call 501-376-4781 for more information.

SEE THE ROCK
You've got to see the landmark for which the city was named, La Petite Roche, at the north
end of Rock Street in the History Pavilion in Riverfront Park. This first outcropping of
rock along the Arkansas River above its mouth was known to pioneers and early explorers
traveling the river in the early 19th century as "La Petite Roche" to distinguish it from the
big rock upstream. The little rock on the south bank marked the transition from level lands
of the east to the rugged hills of the mountain ranges and offered a natural landing for
those traveling by boat.

CLIMB A MOUNTAIN
Nothing's more satisfying than taking on a mountain and reaching the top. Pinnacle Mountain State Park, just
west of Little Rock, at 11901 Pinnacle Valley Road, offers a great challenge for adventurous, outdoors types.
For more information, call 501-868-5806 or visitArkansasStateParks.com

BOOK IT
Why buy the book when you can read it for free? With a brand-new main library in the River Market, there's
never been a better time to browse the shelves looking for a good read. Plus, today's libraries also offer videos
that can be checked out as well as special events - from puppet shows and used book sales to art exhibits. Check
out either the Central Arkansas Library System's main location at 100 Rock Street, or any of its branches. For
more information, call 501-918-3000 or visit CALS.lib.ar.us.

JUST MILL AROUND
Remember the mill with its turning water wheel that appears
during the opening credits of the 1936 legendary movie "Gone
With the Wind"? Surprise It's right here in Central Arkansas.
The Old Mill, Lakeshore Drive & Fairway Avenue in North
Little Rock, is a reproduction of an 1800s water-powered grist
mill and was built in 1933 by Dionicio Rodriguez. This threeacre site, officially known as the T.R. Pugh Memorial Park and
Pugh's Mill, is more commonly known as the Old Mill. The mill
appears in the opening scenes of the movie. The mill, with a
water wheel constructed of concrete but treated to look like
wood, is surrounded by a road resembling an old wagon road
and a rustic footbridge made of black locust tree limbs. Bring a
picnic lunch Open from dawn to dusk. For more information,
call 501-791-8537, or visit NorthLittleRock.org.

TAKE A HIKE
Murray Park, with its bike and jogging path wending around the banks of the Arkansas River, is a great place to
take in a run or ride. For more information call 501-371-4770 or visit LRPR.org.

HAVE A GRAVE EXPERIENCE
Mount Holly Cemetery, located at 12th & Broadway streets, was
established in 1843 and features Victorian-era statuary ranging from
the more common angels and cherubs to a unique pair of two young
girls memorializing two sisters who died in childhood and are buried
there. Those buried in Mount Holly include at least 10 Arkansas
governors and three U.S. senators, five Confederate generals, 20
Little Rock mayors, composers, newspaper editors, a Pulitzer Prizewinning poet and Quatie Ross, wife of Cherokee Chief John Ross,
who died while traveling on the Trail of Tears. Open daily.

VIEW THE VICTORIANS
The city's early history is encompassed by a nine-square-mile area known as the Quapaw Quarter where Little
Rock's preservation efforts have been concentrated for the past 40 years. The area includes MacArthur Park
Historic District featuring the city's oldest homes (some from before the Civil War) and the Governor's Mansion
Historic District with homes dating from about 1880 to 1920. All of the district's restored buildings serve as
private homes or businesses. Although they are not open to the public, they can be enjoyed from the street or
sidewalk via driving or walking tours. For more information visit Quapaw.com, or call 501-371-0075.

HOTEL INFORMATION
There are several convention hotels that are currently full. Each hotel on our housing form has allotted a set
number of rooms for the 63rd NSDC. The housing committee will place dancers in hotels that they list on the
form from 1st to 4th choice. Please, when you complete the Housing section of your registration form list 4
different hotel choices. Listing 4 different choices will speed up the reservation process for everyone.

GHOST RIDERS BAND

The Ghost Riders Band will be appearing at the 63rd National Square Dance Convention®. They will be
performing Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings. All dancing during that time will be MAINSTREAM.
The Ghost Riders Band is a live band from California. They have been playing for square dance groups and
conventions since 1972 and have been featured at fourteen national square dance conventions. The band is
made up almost entirely of square dancers turned musicians. Come and experience square dancing to a live
band!

"FUTURE NATIONAL SQUARE DANCE CONVENTIONS”


Website

Location

Date


www.63nsdc.com

Little Rock, Arkansas

June 25-28, 2014



www.64nsdc.com

Springfield, Massachusetts June 24-27, 2015


www.65nsdc.org

Des Moines, Iowa

www.66nsdc.com

Cincinnati, Ohio

June 22-25, 2016
June 21-24, 2017


Registration Forms can be downloaded from “ALL” Convention Websites

ADDITIONAL TOUR ADDED
Eureka Springs Overnight, Leave Little Rock 8:00 AM on June 23, 2014
See some of the most beautiful sites that Arkansas has to offer on this perfect overnight getaway. From the
moment you depart you‟ll see some of the best of Arkansas foliage as we travel the scenic highways through the
Ozarks up to Northwest Arkansas. We‟ll overnight in beautiful Eureka Springs, one of the state‟s most popular
travel destinations. Here you‟ll find hundreds of quant and historical restaurants, bars, shops, and galleries,
nestled right in the picturesque Ozark Mountains. We‟ll take advantage of the historical and tourist sites
of Eureka, including the famous “haunted” Crescent Hotel as well as the breathtaking Thorncrown Chapel, an
incredible architectural feat. Constructed mostly out of wooden beams and glass, the Chapel was built so that
when inside, it appears as if you are among the surrounding trees and forest. Tour includes round trip luxury
motor coach transportation, visit to Thorncrown Chapel, Historical touring of Eureka Springs, 2 meals including
a dinner and presentation, and breakfast at the hotel, one nights lodging in Eureka Springs.
Double:
Single:
Triple:
Quad:

$225 per person
$275 per person
$200 per person
$190 per person

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN EUREKA SPRINGS
Eureka Springs, Arkansas has block after block of one-of-a-kind shops, boutiques, fine art galleries, craft
emporiums, spas, museums and restaurants. Festivals and events span everything from blues, jazz and opera to
car shows to UFOs, antiques and the arts. Top-name entertainers perform at The Eureka Springs Auditorium
each year. Eureka is also home to several music variety shows. Trolley and carriage rides are a popular way to
see the city. Historic hotels and unique bed and breakfast inns, hotels and cabins accommodate visitors.

The Registration booths will be open for packet pick-up on Tuesday June 24, 2014, at noon.
RV & Camping dancers, that have pre-registered, will be able to pick up their packets at the
camp ground when they arrive.

COMPARATIVE CONVENTION REGISTRATION STATISTICS
2005
Portland
June 30
July 31
August 31
September 30
October 31
November 30
December 31
January 31
February 28
March 31
April 30
May 31

2398
3164
3429
3663
3836
4038
4278
4545
5082
5827
6995
7193

2006
San
Antonio
2661
3395
3565
3673
3831
4036
4313
4689
5071
5582
6056
6682

Final Total

8136

7188

2007
Charlotte

2008
Wichita

2010
Louisville

2011
Detroit

2012
Spokane

3256
3364
3588
3724
3889
4061
4297
4566
4882
5110
5092
6026

2009
Long
Beach
2419
2575
2601
2821
2734
2808
3071
3396
3696
3698
3953
4923

2540
2607
2703
2912
3232
3360
2829
4116
4481
4936
5432
6295

1956
1987
2031
2111
2130
2255
2470
2642
2737
3105
3143
3493

3298
3314
3452
3659
3721
3842
3920
4101
4222
4343
4761
5047

2013
Oklahoma
City
1930
1974
2176
2261
2323
2422
2575
2793
2988
3265
3569
3761

4301
4506
4726
5005
5220
5424
5585
6002
6342
6714
7047
7568
8021

6026

4973

6295

3756

5536

4185

REGISTRATION UPDATE
Location
Texas
Arkansas
California
Kansas
Oklahoma
Missouri
Tennessee
Louisiana
Illinois
North Carolina
Florida
Ohio
Washington
Colorado
Indiana
Iowa
Alabama
South Carolina
Michigan
Georgia
Maryland

Count
272
248
216
215
148
132
128
73
71
67
65
65
61
60
60
55
47
47
45
43
38

Location
Oregon
Nebraska
Mississippi
Kentucky
Minnesota
Massachusetts
Pennsylvania
Virginia
Arizona
Wisconsin
New Jersey
New York
Vermont
Utah
Hawaii
Idaho
New Hampshire
Nevada
New Mexico
North Dakota
South Dakota

Count
37
35
33
31
30
26
25
25
24
23
22
20
14
12
11
9
9
8
7
5
4

Location
Connecticut
Maine
Delaware
Montana
West Virginia
Alaska

CANADA
GERMANY
JAPAN
NORWAY
AUSTRALIA
BELGIUM
PHILIPPINES
SWEDEN
UNITED KINGDOM

TOTAL

Count
4
4
3
3
3
2

13
6
6
4
1
1
1
1
1

2624

2014
Little
Rock
1978
2097
2097
2194
2322
2350
2465
2624

CLINICS AT THE 63rd NSDC
Introduction to Advance, with Lee Kopman, on Thursday & Friday, 10:00-12:00 AM in the Governor‟s Hall III.
Introduction to Plus DBD on Thursday, 1:00-2:00 PM in the Governor‟s Hall III.
Introduction to Plus DBD on Thursday, 12:00-1:00 PM in the Marriott Salon B.
Introduction to Contra on Thursday & Friday, 10:00-11:00 AM-11 in the Pope Room.
Try something new while in Little Rock. Introduction to Clogging on Thursday & Friday, 12:00-12:50 PM- in
the Miller Room. No taps required. Come and take advantage of this workshop specifically for the first time
non cloggers.
Please check the Program Book with Dailies for any corrections to these days and times. Program Books
can be ordered in advance or they will be available at the convention.

BID SESSION
FRIDAY, JUNE 27, 2014, 9:00 – 10:30 A.M.
ROBINSON MUSIC HALL
The Missouri Federation of Square „n Round Dance Clubs will be presenting a bid for the 67th National Square
Dance Convention® for 2018. If you have never attended a Bid Session at a National Square Dance
Convention®, this is the year to attend. The Bid Committee makes a presentation including information about
their chosen city‟s ability to provide Convention facilities with adequate dance halls, hotel rooms, restaurant
facilities, transportation, RV/camping facilities, tour and tourist destinations, and other amenities that will be
needed by the dancers. The presentation may include video productions, the city‟s marketing representatives,
mayor, or other dignitaries, and dancing members of the Bid Committee. Following the twenty-minute
presentation, there is a ten-minute question and answer period with the NEC members.
Carl and Cindy Boone (Proposed General Chairman) would like all Missouri Federation Dancers to attend this
bid session.
Later, on Friday afternoon, the Bidding Committees, and their city delegates, meet with NEC members to
discuss the Bid Notebook, which is provided to NEC members ninety days prior to Convention. They review
the finer points of the Bid Session presentation, as well as ask and answer additional questions. The final
decision about the “Bid for 2018” by the NEC will be announced as part of the Closing Ceremony on Saturday,
June 28, 2014.
During the Bid Session, the NEC‟s Director of Information shares information about the process for bidding for
future Conventions and also accepts “Intents to Bid” from organizations that have made decisions to submit
bids to host future Conventions.

PROGRAM COMMITTEE
The Program Committee is finalizing the slotting for 135 Square Dance Callers, and 65 Cuers. There are 5
clogging instructors to keep your toes tapping. Contra has 13 callers confirmed and live music each evening for
the experienced and new Contra dancer. Currently there are 5 Exhibition Groups ready to perform during the
convention.

SERVICES COMMITTEE
Ben and Lori Goldberg are the Services Chairman for the 63rd National Square Dance
Convention® to be held in Little Rock, Arkansas. Their home club newsletter editor
asked if they would provide informational updates. We hope that you will find these
past articles entertaining as well as informative. Keep in mind the dates these were
written and be assured that The Diamond Board is working to make the 63rd National
Square Dance Convention® a success. The following is excerpts from the newsletter.
September 2012
The 63rd National Square Dance Convention® will take place in Little Rock, Arkansas. The dates to mark on
your calendar are June 25 – 28, 2014. Ben & Lori Goldberg are the Services Chairman. When asked what that
position encompasses, Ben described it as being in charge of all physical properties, assets, and conveniences
utilized by the convention, ranging from bus transportation and food offerings to tables and chairs. Look for
monthly updates to the 2014 convention and the adventures of Ben & Lori.
October 2012
The adventures of Ben & Lori Goldberg, Services Chairman, continue. Ben reports that the convention is slated
to have 12 dance halls: mainstream, mainstream with rounds, plus, plus with rounds, advanced, challenge,
rounds phases 2-3, 3-4, and 5-6, handi-capables, contra, and clogging.
November 2012
The adventures of Ben & Lori Goldberg, Services Chairman, continue, and this month we‟ll discuss hotels.
There are two hotels, either attached to the convention center or within walking distance. Bus/shuttle service
will be provided to the seven contracted hotels and the RV Park. So, folks, the nine hotels and the RV Park
should be enough to accommodate all the attendees at the Nationals.
December 2012
The adventures of Ben & Lori Goldberg, Services Chairman, continue. Every year a pre-convention event is
held 15 months prior to the actual Nationals. The dates for the pre-convention event for the 2014 Nationals are
March 20-23, 2013. This gathering is a valuable opportunity for all boards and committees of the four
upcoming National Square Dance Conventions ® (2013 Oklahoma City OK, 2014 Little Rock AR, 2015
Springfield MA, and 2016 Des Moines IA) to meet and share details, ideas and experiences. The preconvention also is the time to test run the Little Rock facilities, housing, meal services, etc. This rehearsal is a
valuable tool for the Services Chair because they are responsible to resolve any issues that may arise at the
Nationals.
January 2013
The adventures of Ben & Lori Goldberg, Services Chairman, continue with a few more details about the March
2013 pre-convention meeting. Two dances are scheduled during the pre-convention meeting. All proceeds
from the Wednesday evening dance go to the Youth Committee to help with the expenses they incur during the
National convention, like door prizes and a pizza party. The Saturday evening dance is the official kick-off
dance to promote the 63rd National Square Dance Convention ®.
February 2013
The adventures of Ben & Lori Goldberg, Services Chairman, continue: “The theme of the 63rd National Square
Dance Convention® in Little Rock, AR is "Rock-N-Little Rock." Little Rock, Arkansas, is a small, relaxed little
city situated almost dead center of Arkansas. It is situated on the south side of the Arkansas River. Its sister
city to the north is North Little Rock. Little Rock is home to many vacation opportunities. One is the William
J. Clinton Presidential Library, among others. Food is in fine abundance. There are opportunities to satisfy
most any palate, be it barbeque, Cajun, beef, chicken, or fish. There are close to 40 eating/drinking
establishments within a 3 block radius of the State House Convention Center, home to the 63rd NSDC.

March 2013
The adventures of Ben & Lori Goldberg, Services Chaiman, continue as Ben writes on March 26th following
the pre-convention: “The Pre-Convention event is over and was very successful. Representatives from 4
conventions met and discussed their progress and current status with the National Executive Committee, the
organization that licenses the event. The Convention folk came from the 64th NSDC to be held in Springfield,
Massachusetts, in June of 2015, the 65th NSDC to be held in Des Moines, Iowa, in June of 2016, the 62nd
NSDC to be held in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, this summer, and, of course, the 63rd NSDC to be held in Little
Rock, Arkansas in June of 2014. I am glad to say that, although I have been on the board of the 63rd NSDC for
only 6 months, my report came through with flying colors and high marks for my state of preparation. In future
articles, I will be offering insight to the facility in Little Rock and the overall program plans. Pre-Registration is
available on the web site. www.63nsdc.com. “Let's go "Rockin‟ in Little Rock" June 25 - 28, 2014.
April 2013
The adventures of Ben & Lori Goldberg, Services Chairman, continue with some important information for the
RV campers. The beautiful RV campground is located across the Arkansas River about a quarter mile up the
road from the convention center. There are 58 sites with full hook-ups and 200 sites with water and power, for
which a „honey wagon‟ will be available. Starting Tuesday afternoon, June 24, and for a nominal charge, bus
service will be provided for the RVers. All registration packets for RVs are to be picked up at the RV Park, not
at the Convention Center. The minimum stay at the RV Park is 4 nights; so, you must register for all 4 nights
(Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday (June 25 – 28). If you plan to camp as a group, you must enter the
RV Park together as a group.
May 2013
The adventures of Ben & Lori Goldberg, Services Chairman, continue. The Goldberg‟s recently returned from
the National Square Dance Convention® in Oklahoma City. They worked at the Registration / Ways and Means
booth, i.e., merchandise, for the Little Rock, AR, Convention. This provided them a great opportunity to meet a
multitude of dancers and to spread their contagious enthusiasm about all the great callers and dancing and
adventures they can look forward to in Little Rock.
June 2013
The adventures of Ben & Lori Goldberg, Services Chairman, continue. One of the display items at the National
Convention is the “Showcase of Ideas.” At Little Rock there will be 88 tables of various associations and
promotional materials from nearly all states and the national dance organizations. They will be located in the
central hallway leading to the primary dance halls. Governor‟s Hall 1 will accommodate the overflow and is
adjacent to the food court. This is an opportunity for you to see promotional and historical materials displayed
by associations from the USA and around the world.
July 2013
The adventures of Ben & Lori Goldberg, Services Chairman, continue: As a result of discussions at a recent
Board meeting, the 63rd NSDC will pursue the option of having a „wood floor‟ in the Round Dance halls. As
of this writing, there is no contract in place; there will be a formal announcement when one is signed. At the
Oklahoma City National Convention held in June, there were several accidents while dancing on the traditional
plastic flooring typically installed over carpet. Tripping over the seams between squares and general slipping
were the biggest complaints. The Program Committee charged with the Round Dance programming urged the
Board to make the financial commitment to install wood flooring for the Round Dancers.
August 2013
The adventures of Ben & Lori Goldberg, Services Chairman, continue with details about the Wednesday (June
25, 2014) Night Special Dinner and Event with Ronnie McDowell. Mr. McDowell came out of nowhere to
dazzle the world with his heartfelt and self-penned tribute song “The King Is Gone” following the death of Elvis
Presley in 1977. He has a string of hit songs that he has amassed over the years, and possesses riveting stage
presence and genuine warmth. The featured dinner before the show will be served in the Robinson Exhibition
Hall, and will offer fried catfish, barbequed pulled pork sandwich, baked beans, coleslaw, corn on the cob, rolls,
butter, coffee, and tea. It‟s a short stroll to the beautiful Robinson Music Hall for the Ronnie McDowell

performance of a lifetime. The Robinson Music Hall doors will open for seating at 6:30 p.m., and the show
starts at 7:00 p.m. The show (no meal) is $20 per person; the dinner and show is $40 per person. Please use the
Registration Form to purchase your tickets in advance.
September 2013
The adventures of Ben & Lori Goldberg, Services Chairman, continue with the most recent update from Ben.
There is more dancing at the National Square Dance Convention® than you can shake a stick at. We have the
following programs: Mainstream (sometimes with The Ghost Riders Band providing the music), Plus,
Advanced, Challenge, Round Dance (3 halls, all phases), Clogging, Country Western/Line, and Contra. There
will be special interest sessions on DBD Dancing and Hexagon Squares. Handicapable dancers are being
accommodated with special times for them. The Youth of the activity have their own hall so they can kick up
their heels. Intros to various programs are planned for those wishing to expand their horizons. In total, there
will be 13 halls of dancing from 10 AM to 10 PM with select halls getting After Parties until 11 PM. All this
and under one roof, spread between The Statehouse Convention Center and the Little Rock Marriott. The
buildings are joined “at the hip” with connecting air-conditioned hallways.
October 2013
The adventures of Ben & Lori Goldberg, Services Chairman, continue with the promotion of the National‟s
wonderful website: www.63nsdc.com. You are encouraged to check it out because it will give you all you
need to know about the convention and events surrounding it. The only „inside information‟ is that the Host
Hotel, the Little Rock Marriott, is now sold out. But, there is another hotel about half a block away, the Double
Tree, which has rooms available. The callers and cuers are being housed at the Double Tree to give them close
access to the convention center. Also, the Wyndham, across the river, has rooms available, but you'll want to
purchase a bus pass; it's a half mile walk to the Convention Center in the Arkansas Sun. Rock-N-Little Rock!!
If you still have your November Promenader, there was some good information in the form of a Press Release
from Wayne & Lura Wade, General Chairs of the Convention.
November 2013
The adventures of Ben & Lori Goldberg, Services Chairman, continue. Ben recently returned from the 17th
Annual Rivco Square Dance Festival in Indio, CA, where he assisted with the Nationals‟ promotion table and
met with the various committee people. He reports that Tony Oxendine was invited and agreed to be the
Ceremonies Coordinator. Also announced were two Trail-Thru dances scheduled for Tuesday evening, June
24: The plus dance will be held at the convention center with Tony Oxendine, Jerry Story, Ken Bower, and
Gary Shoemake. The mainstream Trail-thru dance will be held at the Marriot with callers Lottie Ainsworth,
Buddy Weaver, Mike Bramlett, and Mike Seastrom. In addition, so that everyone will experience the best-ever
dancing, all carpeted dance floors will be covered with wood flooring.

REGISTRATION FORM
Front, Lower Right of the long registration form has items that every convention attendee should complete.
The Program and Education committees need to know what type and level you dance, call or cue. Education
needs people that can lead one of the many panel discussions that will take place during the convention. To
update your profile visit www.nsdcnec.com .

FIRST AID BOOTH
The University of Arkansas for Medical Science will be volunteering 2 EMS technicians for the convention
from Wednesday 8:00 AM to 11:00 PM Saturday. One technician will be in the First Aide Booth and one
technician will be roaming the facilities.

CALLERS SCHOOL AT THE 63rd NATIONAL SQUARE DANCE
CONVENTION®
ATTENTION CALLERS, did you know there will be a Callers School at the National Convention Square
Dance Convention® in Little Rock?
Now is the time to enroll for the 8th Annual Callers School to be held in the Marriott Hotel beginning Sunday,
June 22 at noon and ending on Wednesday, June 25 at 2:00 pm. The school is free to the first 50 that enroll and
is hosted by Tony Oxendine and staff members Jerry Story, Ken Ritucci, Bear Miller and Jack Pladdys. It is cosponsored by Grand Squares, Inc. and the 63rd National Square Dance Convention®.
Callers are responsible for their own lodging and meals. The Marriott Hotel, the official hotel for the Callers
and Cuers, is filling quickly. For housing options, please contact the 63rd NSDC Registration & Housing
Chairman by email at registration@63nsdc.com.
If you need financial assistance, in order to attend the school, you can
contact CallerLab for more information about scholarships that may be
available.
GSI believes in education and training for square dance callers worldwide. This organization sponsors regular caller schools and clinics,
staffed by both nationally known caller coaches and local callers with
an interest and aptitude to mentor new and experienced callers. The
school covers all experience levels and will be using CallerLab
approved curriculum and accredited caller-coaches on staff. The school
will highlight modules, singing call techniques, sight calling,
showmanship, and much more.
You must be registered for the 63rd National Square Dance Convention before you can register for the Callers
School. Please send your 63rd NSDC registration number along with your personal information to Tony
Oxendine at tony@tonyoxendine.com or call 803-840-0746. More information will be on the GSI website at
grandsquareinc.com.

REGISTRATION AND HOUSING INFORMATION
The registration fee is currently:
Adults- $60.00
Youth- $30.00 for age 5-17 by April 30, 2014
Under 5 Free
Prices will increase May 1, 2014 to $75.00 for adult and ½ price for ages 5-17.
It is important to fill out and send in the Long Registration form before the Convention. The NEC requires
every dancer to fill it out before picking up their Badge and Packet. This will help cut down the lines when you
are trying to pick up your Badges and Packet.
When you convert to the Long form or if you are just now registering notice on the left hand side the red arrow.
This is where you will fill in the number of National Conventions that you have been to in the past. The
National Square Dance database does not pass this information on to the next Convention. You are the only one
that knows how many Past Conventions you have been to.
As you go down the form there are several questions asked on the form. For example, if you want a Program
Book you will need to order one on this form. By ordering your Program Book ahead of time it will assure you
of getting one and it is the only way to receive the Daily Booklets that go along with it. The Daily Booklets
dancers can easily find information on the Callers scheduled in the many halls. These will have information on
Round Dancing, Showcase of Rounds, and their teaching schedules. They will also include the schedules for

Clogging, Contra, Line Dancing, workshops and Exhibitions. You will also get a diagram of the halls in
Booklets.
You can order a Syllabus for Rounds, Clogging and Contra also on this form. If you had rather have it on CD it
can also be purchased, or how about both and save a little money.
There are so many things to see and learn in a National Convention. There will be a Sew-N-Save with many
new ideas for our wardrobe, besides the give-a-way items. You will want to pick up tickets to take your
chances on winning some of these items. On the Long Registration Form there is a place to order your Sew-NSave book. There is also a place to order your 63 rd National Square Dance Convention® Cookbook. It is more
than just a cookbook, check out some of the interesting recipes like Hummingbird juice, or just the story about
some “Burned Biscuits”.
Bus passes, even though most of our hotels downtown are fairly close by, 6 to 8 blocks in the heat of Summer
can get a person down. We will be running 3 separate routes hopefully to have a quick turn-a-round.
RV spaces, we have as many as we need. The city of North Little Rock owns the RV Park and also the
Electrical Company. What this means for us is that if we need more hookups they will go in and furnish them.
We have 30 or 50 amp/water spaces available. It is located just across the Arkansas River from the Statehouse
Convention Center. There are many things to visit beside the RV Park.
We are offering the Leadership Certification Program to anyone interested. We would like for you to mark this
on your form so it will make it easier to estimate how many people will be attending. It doesn‟t cost anything to
the dancer and there is a lot of information there to learn.
Next we go into the list of hotels. Where do you want to stay? How long do you want to stay? Be sure to mark
the days of your stay. Our hotels are not high rise hotels. While you are staying in our hotels, you will find that
you will get to know the staff and feel right at home with our Southern Hospitality.
The Marriott has very quickly been filled. The Double Tree is running a close 2 nd. The other hotels are very
nice hotels and a great deal for the price.
Don‟t forget at the bottom right corner there is a place to list if you are a dancer and the level of dancing that
you do. Under that is a place if you are a caller to check and indicate the level of dance you call or cue to.
Last but not least yet not on the form, GSI (Grand Square International) Caller school with Tony Oxendine,
Jerry Story and Ken Ritucci leading the school. They offer this to anyone free of charge for Sunday, Monday
and Tuesday. The only requirements are that you must be registered for the 63 rd National Square Dance
Convention®. If you are thinking about becoming a caller or already a caller and want to learn some new skills
contact Tony Oxendine to get registered.
Questions? Contact: registration@63nsdc.com or phone 870-834-5362

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE 63rd NSDC, PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT:
63nsdc.com.
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