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GETTING TO KNOW US, NATURALLY ARKANSAS

Davey Crockett once said: “If I could rest anywhere, it would be in Arkansas, where the men are of the real
half-horse, half-alligator breed such as grows nowhere else on the face of the universal earth."
Often referred to as “The Natural State” Arkansas, with its beautiful mountains, lush green forests and
magnificent lakes, rivers and streams is a wonderland of opportunity to go back to nature.
Centrally located in the Southeastern United States, Arkansas became a political battleground in 1881 as two
State Senators argued on the pronunciation of the state name. It took an act of Congress to settle the dispute
and the two Senators, one who like the way Arkin-saw sounded and one who like the way Arkan-sas sounded
settled and as the say, “the rest is history”. Arkansas is originally a French pronunciation derived from the
Quapaw Indian Tribe and means “land of people downriver” or “people of the south wind” as known by the
neighboring Sioux Tribe.
On June 15, 1836 Arkansas became the 25th State of the United States but declared succession from the Union
on May 6, 1861 to serve in the Confederate Army. Under the direction of General Robert E. Lee many historic

Civil War battles were fought by young farm boys from Arkansas such as The Battle of Antietam, the Battle of
Gettysburg and closer to home, the Battle of Pea Ridge and the Battle of Little Rock. On April 9, 1865, the
Civil War end at Appomattox, Virginia but the devastation to the once fertile farmlands and lush forests took its
toll and many long years to rebuild.
Arkansas is a state of endless boundaries from the highlands of the Ozarks and the Ouachita Mountains to the
north, and the lowlands of the Mississippi Delta to the south. A sub-tropical climate in the summer and warm
dry winters make Arkansas a favorite vacation spot year round as temperatures fluctuate from the 30’s in the
winter to the 100’s in the summer.
Little Rock, host of the 63rd NSDC, is the Capital and largest City in Arkansas and is home to former President
William J. Clinton. With a metropolitan population of 717,000 people (and maybe a few of those just happen
to be square dancers), Little Rock sits on the south bank of the Arkansas River and is economically bursting at
the seams with Fortune 500 companies such as Heifer International, Metropolitan National Bank, and Dillard’s
all headquartered in this charming capital city. We can’t forget Wal-Mart, headquartered in Bentonville, AR.
There are endless opportunities to explore Little Rock’s culinary cuisine from classic to country and to
experience southern hospitality. There is Family fun every day for everyone. Dancers at the 63rd NSDC can
visit Little Rock’s famous museums and Central High where the historical memories of 1957 will take you back
in time with the Little Rock Nine.
Some of the most beautiful and favorite vacation sites in the State are included in the 63rd NSDC tours and you
won’t want to miss any of them. Dancers at the 63rd NSDC will have the opportunity to dig for diamonds at
The Crater of Diamonds State Park, visit nationally acclaimed Crystal Bridges Museum as well as the chance to
rest those tired dancer feet at the world famous Hot Springs National Park. Not far from Hot Springs you’ll find
the peaceful and scenic Garvan Woodland Gardens where nature in the Natural State is boundless and beautiful.
For those who love good old fashion mountain music the Ozark Folk Center will keep your toes a tappin to the
sweet sounds of Gospel, Country, Appalachian, and a wild variety of magical music to your ears.
The 63rd NSDC invites you to join us on June 25 -28, 2014 Arkansas, “The Natural State”.
For additional information please visit our website at www.63nsdc.com .

CLOGGING IN LITTLE ROCK
We are very excited that the 63rd National Square Dance Convention® will be held in Little Rock, Arkansas.
Through the efforts of the Arkansas Clogging Council, we are happy to let everyone know that we will have an
active Clogging Hall open during the 63rd NSDC. The Clogging Hall will be open from 10:00 am until 4:00
pm each day, with a Fun Dance being held each evening from 7:00 – 9:00 pm.
We are in the process of scheduling a team of highly qualified and experienced clogging instructors for the
Clogging Program. These instructors teach a wide range of clogging styles, levels of dance and routines and
will incorporate a variety of music such as traditional, bluegrass, country, Celtic and pop.
An Introduction to Clogging Workshop, will be teaching some basic beginner steps and will be held each day
during the lunch break (12:00 pm – 1:00 pm) for our square dance, round dance and contra dance friends who
have no clogging experience. This will be the perfect opportunity to experience the fun of clogging.
The Present Clogging Committee members for the 63rd NSDC include: Leona Miller, Jonesboro, AR, Vice
Chairman; Kathey Wilson, Jonesboro, AR, Director of Printed Material; Marie Lovelace, Bartlett, TN,
Director of Programing; Ann-Marie Sterling, Bartlett, TN, Director of MC’s & Aids.
We look forward to seeing the Cloggers “Rock-N- Little Rock” June 25-28, 2014 and encourage everyone to
send in their registrations as early as possible.

Join us on the CLOGGING floor!!!!!!

GHOST RIDERS BAND

The Ghost Riders Band will be appearing at the 63rd National Square Dance Convention®. They will be
performing Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings. All dancing during that time will be MAINSTREAM.
The Ghost Riders Band is a live band from California. They have been playing for square dance groups and
conventions since 1972 and have been featured at fourteen national square dance conventions. The band is
made up almost entirely of square dancers turned musicians. Come and experience square dancing to a live
band!

"FUTURE NATIONAL SQUARE DANCE CONVENTIONS”


Website

Location

Date


www.63nsdc.com

Little Rock, Arkansas

June 25-28, 2014



www.64nsdc.com

Springfield, Massachusetts June 24-27, 2015


www.65nsdc.com

Des Moines, Iowa

www.66nsdc.com

Cincinnati, Ohio

June 22-25, 2016
June 21-24, 2017


Registration Forms can be downloaded from “ALL” Convention Websites

GETTING TO KNOW US
MOUNTAIN VIEW, ARKANSAS
FRIDAY NIGHT FIDDLIN AROUND
Deep within the Ozark National Forest in North Central Arkansas
the sweet sounds of strings can be heard echoing through the
mountains as Friday Night Fiddlin’ comes round. Every April
when apple blossoms bloom thousands travel to beautiful
Mountain View, Arkansas where fiddles and folk music fill the
spring air. Don’t limit your visit to just April. Year round magical
melodies can be enjoyed. From old time gospel to family favorites
and rockin country all come together at Historic Court Square as
wee ones and wise ones gather to share their love of music, Folk
Music that is.
A mere 2 hr. drive from Little Rock, Mountain View is old time down home where nature meets nostalgia and
the sound of music is shared. Impromptu jam sessions bring childhood memories of days gone by when life
moved a little slower and families were still in fashion.
When you’ve had your fill of fiddles the beautiful Ozark Mountains mix mystery with magic as you wander
along scenic tree covered trails leading to peaceful rivers and waterfalls that take your breath away. “God’s
Country” aptly describes the Ozarks where the bluest of skies graces the greenest of trees and Mother Nature
yellow rocks your world with her abounding beauty in the Great State of Arkansas.
Family fun abounds locally with such a variety of outdoor activities that one size surely does not fit all. From
the zing of the zip line at Loco Ropes to the cool, colossal caves at Blanchard Springs Caverns dancers visiting
the 63rd NSDC will not want to miss these exciting opportunities to explore Mountain View and the
surrounding areas.
When all that fresh air has your tummy talking and you are ready for a good home cooked meal you’ll find
Mountain View offers everything from Micky D’s to Smokin Country and a whole bunch of boundless in
between. Foodies will find happiness in Ozark Country for sure.
Nighttime in Mountain View brings out the stars…literally… and where else but “God’s Country” will you be
closer to Heaven. Tuck yourself into one of the many Bed & Breakfast vacation homes or crawl into bed in a
cozy cabin high on a mountain top where you will be lulled to sleep by peace and quiet.
The 63nscdc invites you to join us on June 26th, 2013 as we tour the Ozark Folk Center. Relax in motor coach
comfort as we guide you into the Ozarks for fabulous fun filled day in Mountain View, Arkansas.
Please visit our website at www.63rdnsdc.com for additional information
about the Ozark Folk Center and all tours offered by the 63 rd NSDC®...

ATTENTION CALLERS, CUERS, PROMPTERS AND LINE DANCE LEADERS
The Program Committee needs profiles. All Callers, Cuers, Prompters, and Country Western/Line Dance
leaders must have a profile filled out and returned to them. The profiles are needed before the dancing for the
convention is scheduled. Additional Profiles can be found at 63nsdc.com.

Deadline for profiles, 12/31/2013

FOR HEAVEN’S SAKE
HAVE YOU CONVERTED YET?
Do you remember a long time ago when the 63rd NSDC bid for was awarded to Little Rock and how excited
you were?
Do you remember filling out the Pre-Registration form that everyone made a mad dash to the front of the line to
get registered?
Seems like ages ago. Well, if you have not yet done so, it’s time to convert!!!
Why is filling out the long registration form so important you ask? Let us explain.
Your correct name, address, phone number, email address and that ever important question of how many
National Conventions have you already attended is needed for your badge. Because we don’t want to mistake
CO (Colorado) for CA (California) we ask that you please print nice and clear so your badge information is
correct and just the way you want it.
Want to know where, when and what’s going on each exciting day at the 63rd NSDC? Everything you ever
wanted to know about the 63rd NSDC but were afraid to ask will be in your Program Book and your dailies.
Looking forward to a nice, warm comfortable bed after hours of delightful dancing? You’ll want to choose
from one of our luxurious hotels for that ever important after party. Choose your room nights and leave the rest
up to us “we’ll keep the lights on.”
Planning on bringing your own room with you? Choose from our wonderful selection of available RV hookups, but don’t wait too long, the snow birds will be coming back.
Where are you going when you get to Little Rock? Everywhere!!! You’ll want to check out our amazing
selection of tours. Can’t decide between seeing the sights of the City or Digging for Diamonds? Do It All. A
wonderful and exciting selection of tours awaits you at the 63rd NSDC and all you need to do is sign up.
Let us do the driving while you relax in air conditioned comfort and enjoy the beauty of Arkansas, “The Natural
State”.
Plan on joining us for our Wednesday Night Special Event?
Need a Round Dance Syllabus or CD? Looking for some yummy recipes with a smidge of southern hospitality?
You got it, all on the long registration form. He who hesitates waits…so don’t miss out on anything at the 63rd
NSDC
Convert while you still have the chance, we’ll be waiting for you on the other side.

CONTRA DANCING
Contra Dancers will have live music each evening. Not a contra dancer? Stop by Thursday, Friday, and
Saturday evenings for the live music. You’ll find this to be a pleasant dance experience.
The contra hall will have dancing classes and workshops each day from 10-12, 1:30-5:00, and an evening dance
from 7:00-10:00
The Little Rock room size is comparable to the room in Oklahoma with wood flooring over the carpet that is
currently in the room.
We will have live music for the evening dance programs on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, featuring the "Old
78's" from Fayetteville on Saturday night, and the all women Arkansas Country Dance Band on the other nights.

SEW EASY
SEW & SAVE THE NATURAL WAY
For as long as anyone can remember, sewing has been an integral part of our
lives. For generation after generation women passed on the simple gift of
taking tiny stitches with a needle and thread and creating what today we call
fashion.
For years women have gathered together socially to make lovely quilts or
beautifully handcrafted dresses. Homebound Wives, Mothers and Daughters
used sewing as an excuse to get together and enjoy each other’s company and
to share the things they considered meaningful in their lives.
Fast forward to 2014 where the 63rd NSDC Sew & Save Room will make it
sew easy for you to come in and enjoy the relaxing Riverview Room where
the peaceful beauty of the Arkansas River waits just for you.
For your sewing pleasure five tracing tables including a variety of stencils are available for you to trace a new
and exciting pattern. In addition to our tracing tables, this year Little Rock is providing a pattern table where
new or gently used favorite patterns can be shared or swapped.
A must for all passionate seamstresses is our 63rd NSDC Sew & Save Book or CD, “Sewing, the Natural Way
“conveniently made sew easy for you to order on our registration form or at our Ways & Means booth.
Education goes hand in hand with square dancing like a right & left
grand. The Sew & Save room will host a variety of exciting and fun
filled Seminars, Panels and Make & Takes where you can experience the
thrill of sewing as you meet new dancer friends.
Think you might be in a bind? Two left hands instead of two left feet?
Not to worry, Little Rock is one step ahead of you and will have a
representative from a local sewing machine company available daily to
demonstrate and assist you in the tracing room.
Don’t forget about the Sew & Save Raffle where your tickets can be
dropped for the chance to win a variety of wonderful door prizes. Best of
all, some lucky visitor to the 63rd NSDC Sew & Save room will go
home with their very own sewing machine or serger.
Join us on June 26 – 28, 2014 at the 63rd NSDC Sew & Save Room.
Take the time to make the time and learn to Sew, the Natural Way.

INTRO TO ADVANCED DANCING
Several years ago a caller many of you know conducted a daily Intro to Advance in the Plus Dance Hall. Lee
Kopman has not attended a National Square Dance Convention® in several years. We are happy to announce
that Lee will attend the 63rd National Square Dance Convention® in Little Rock and again conduct an Intro to
Advance in Governors Hall III, Plus Hall, from 11 am to 12 pm daily. Lee is the author of much of the Advance
choreography used today. We are honored that he will be here to share with you his experience and knowledge
of Advance Square Dancing.
Plus dancers this is your opportunity to get acquainted with the next level of Square Dance. We are looking
forward to seeing you in Little Rock, June 25 – 28, 2014 for the 63rd National Squared Dance Convention®

SHOW CASE OF IDEAS
IN
GOVERNOR’S HALL 1
STATEHOUSE CONVENTION CENTER
The 63rd National Square Dance Convention® would like to extend a cordial invitation to organizations to have
a display in the Showcase of Ideas. The purpose of the Showcase of Ideas is to give other leaders like you in the
Square Dance movement different ideas that they may incorporate in their area. It also allows all dancers to
keep abreast of activities worldwide that are currently occurring. If you decide to display at the Showcase of
Ideas, please fill out the attached card and return by December 31, 2013. You may e-mail it to:
aedavis@sbcglobal.net. 6 ft. tables will be assigned on a first-come, first-served basis. We only have 84 tables
available. Electricity is not provided or allowed, per the National Executive Committee guidelines. If you
request tables for more than one organization, please complete a form for each organization. This will enable us
to provide each organization with a plaque or an engraved bar to add to last year’s plaque. This is the National
Executive Committee way of saying “Thank You” for your ideas and information. Please return your Response
Card to:
Brad and Annette Davis, Showcase Director
2804 N. Spring St., Independence, MO 64050
aedavis@sbcglobal.net
816-254-5305

Showcase of Ideas Response for 63rd National Square Dance Convention®
______ Yes, we will put a display in the Showcase of Ideas.
______ No, we will not put a display in the Showcase of Ideas.
______ Yes, we have a publication and are mailing you a copy.
______ Number of tables needed.
Name of Organization:
Address of Organization: _______________________________________
Your Name:
Address:
City:

State:

E-mail address:
Home Phone:

Cell Phone:

Zip + 4:

COMPARATIVE CONVENTION REGISTRATION STATISTICS
2005
Portland
June 30
July 31
August 31
September 30
October 31
November 30
December 31
January 31
February 28
March 31
April 30
May 31

2398
3164
3429
3663
3836
4038
4278
4545
5082
5827
6995
7193

2006
San
Antonio
2661
3395
3565
3673
3831
4036
4313
4689
5071
5582
6056
6682

Final Total

8136

7188

2007
Charlotte

2008
Wichita

2010
Louisville

2011
Detroit

2012
Spokane

3256
3364
3588
3724
3889
4061
4297
4566
4882
5110
5092
6026

2009
Long
Beach
2419
2575
2601
2821
2734
2808
3071
3396
3696
3698
3953
4923

2540
2607
2703
2912
3232
3360
2829
4116
4481
4936
5432
6295

1956
1987
2031
2111
2130
2255
2470
2642
2737
3105
3143
3493

3298
3314
3452
3659
3721
3842
3920
4101
4222
4343
4761
5047

2013
Oklahoma
City
1930
1974
2176
2261
2323
2422
2575
2793
2988
3265
3569
3761

4301
4506
4726
5005
5220
5424
5585
6002
6342
6714
7047
7568
8021

6026

4973

6295

3756

5536

4185

REGISTRATION UPDATE
Location
Arkansas
Texas
Kansas
California
Oklahoma
Tennessee
Missouri
Florida
Illinois
Louisiana
Ohio
North Carolina
Indiana
Washington
Colorado
Iowa
Alabama
Georgia
South Carolina
Michigan
Maryland

Count
234
220
199
178
127
124
102
64
62
60
59
58
57
54
51
48
45
44
43
41
34

Location
Oregon
Mississippi
Nebraska
Kentucky
Minnesota
Massachusetts
Virginia
Pennsylvania
Arizona
New Jersey
New York
Wisconsin
Vermont
Hawaii
Idaho
New Hampshire
Utah
New Mexico
Nevada
South Dakota
North Dakota

Count
23
30
30
27
27
25
23
21
20
20
20
20
13
10
10
9
8
7
6
6
5

Location
Connecticut
Maine
Delaware
Montana
Alaska
West Virginia

CANADA
GERMANY
NORWAY
Australia
BELGIUM
PHILIPPINES
SWEDEN
UNITED KINGDOM

TOTAL

Count
4
4
3
3
2
2

11
6
4
1
1
1
1
1

2322

2014
Little
Rock
1978
2097
2097
2194
2322

All Roads Lead to the 63rd NSDC in Little Rock, Arkansas
Get Here Anyway You Can!!!!!
CITY

DISTANCE

CITY

DISTANCE

CITY

DISTANCE

Albany NY

1367

Detroit, MI

883

Norfolk VA

1055

Albuquerque NM

886

EL Paso TX

948

Oklahoma City OK

339

Atlanta, GA

531

Fargo ND

992

Omaha NE

577

Baltimore MD

1051

Grand Junction CO

1211

Orlando FL

944

Billings, MT

1513

Hartford CT

1353

Philadelphia PA

1169

Birmingham AL

354

Houston, TX

434

Phoenix AZ

1346

Boise, ID

1788

Indianapolis, IN

591

Pittsburgh PA

913

Boston, MA

1453

Jackson MS

261

Portland ME

1582

Buffalo NY

1061

Jacksonville FL

850

Portland OR

2208

Charleston SC

852

Kanas City, MO

389

Rapid City SD

1098

Charleston WV

736

Las Vegas NV

1461

Reno NV

2010

Charlotte NC

754

Los Angeles CA

1682

St. Louis MO

403

Cheyenne WY

1058

Louisville KY

520

Salt Lake City UT

1487

Chicago, IL

655

Memphis TN

139

San Antonio TX

592

Cleveland OH

878

Miami FL

1165

San Diego CA

1700

Columbia SC

744

Milwaukee WI

745

San Francisco CA

1980

Columbus OH

734

Minneapolis MN

826

Seattle WA

2279

Dallas, TX

315

Nashville TN

348

Washington DC

1011

Denver, CO

966

New Orleans LA

441

Wichita KS

449

Des Moines IA

581

New York NY

1249

PLANES

TRAINS

AUTOMOBILES

CALLERS SCHOOL AT THE 63rd NATIONAL SQUARE DANCE
CONVENTION®
ATTENTION CALLERS, did you know there will be a Callers School at the National Convention Square
Dance Convention® in Little Rock?
Now is the time to enroll for the 8th Annual Callers School to be held in the Marriott Hotel beginning Sunday,
June 22 at noon and ending on Wednesday, June 25 at 2:00 pm. The school is free to the first 50 that enroll and
is hosted by Tony Oxendine and staff members Jerry Story, Ken Ritucci, Bear Miller and Jack Pladdys. It is cosponsored by Grand Squares, Inc. and the 63rd National Square Dance Convention ®.
Callers are responsible for their own lodging and meals. The Marriott Hotel, the official hotel for the Callers
and Cuers, is filling quickly. For housing options, please contact the 63rd NSDC Registration & Housing
Chairman by email at registration@63nsdc.com.
If you need financial assistance, in order to attend the school, you can
contact CallerLab for more information about scholarships that may be
available.
GSI believes in education and training for square dance callers worldwide. This organization sponsors regular caller schools and clinics,
staffed by both nationally known caller coaches and local callers with
an interest and aptitude to mentor new and experienced callers. The
school covers all experience levels and will be using CallerLab
approved curriculum and accredited caller-coaches on staff. The school
will highlight modules, singing call techniques, sight calling,
showmanship, and much more.
You must be registered for the 63rd National Square Dance Convention before you can register for the Callers
School. Please send your 63rd NSDC registration number along with your personal information to Tony
Oxendine at tony@tonyoxendine.com or call 803-840-0746. More information will be on the GSI website at
grandsquareinc.com.

REGISTRATION AND HOUSING INFORMATION
The registration fee is currently:
Adults- $60.00
Youth- $30.00 for age 5-17 by April 30, 2014
Under 5 Free
Prices will increase May 1, 2014 to $75.00 for adult and ½ price for ages 5-17.
It is important to fill out and send in the Long Registration form before the Convention. The NEC requires
every dancer to fill it out before picking up their Badge and Packet. This will help cut down the lines when you
are trying to pick up your Badges and Packet.
When you convert to the Long form or if you are just now registering notice on the left hand side the red arrow.
This is where you will fill in the number of National Conventions that you have been to in the past. The
National Square Dance database does not pass this information on to the next Convention. You are the only one
that knows how many Past Conventions you have been to.
As you go down the form there are several questions asked on the form. For example, if you want a Program
Book you will need to order one on this form. By ordering your Program Book ahead of time it will assure you
of getting one and it is the only way to receive the Daily Booklets that go along with it. The Daily Booklets

dancers can easily find information on the Callers scheduled in the many halls. These will have information on
Round Dancing, Showcase of Rounds, and their teaching schedules. They will also include the schedules for
Clogging, Contra, Line Dancing, workshops and Exhibitions. You will also get a diagram of the halls in
Booklets.
You can order a Syllabus for Rounds, Clogging and Contra also on this form. If you had rather have it on CD it
can also be purchased, or how about both and save a little money.
There are so many things to see and learn in a National Convention. There will be a Sew-N-Save with many
new ideas for our wardrobe, besides the give-a-way items. You will want to pick up tickets to take your
chances on winning some of these items. On the Long Registration Form there is a place to order your Sew-NSave book. There is also a place to order your 63 rd National Square Dance Convention® Cookbook. It is more
than just a cookbook, check out some of the interesting recipes like Hummingbird juice, or just the story about
some “Burned Biscuits”.
Bus passes, even though most of our hotels downtown are fairly close by, 6 to 8 blocks in the heat of Summer
can get a person down. We will be running 3 separate routes hopefully to have a quick turn-a-round.
RV spaces, we have as many as we need. The city of North Little Rock owns the RV Park and also the
Electrical Company. What this means for us is that if we need more hookups they will go in and furnish them.
We have 30 or 50 amp/water spaces available. It is located just across the Arkansas River from the Statehouse
Convention Center. There are many things to visit beside the RV Park.
We are offering the Leadership Certification Program to anyone interested. We would like for you to mark this
on your form so it will make it easier to estimate how many people will be attending. It doesn’t cost anything to
the dancer and there is a lot of information there to learn.
Next we go into the list of hotels. Where do you want to stay? How long do you want to stay? Be sure to mark
the days of your stay. Our hotels are not high rise hotels. While you are staying in our hotels, you will find that
you will get to know the staff and feel right at home with our Southern Hospitality.
The Marriott has very quickly been filled. The Double Tree is running a close 2nd. The other hotels are very
nice hotels and a great deal for the price.
Don’t forget at the bottom right corner there is a place to list if you are a dancer and the level of dancing that
you do. Under that is a place if you are a caller to check and indicate the level of dance you call or cue to.
Last but not least yet not on the form, GSI (Grand Square International) Caller school with Tony Oxendine,
Jerry Story and Ken Ritucci leading the school. They offer this to anyone free of charge for Sunday, Monday
and Tuesday. The only requirements are that you must be registered for the 63 rd National Square Dance
Convention®. If you are thinking about becoming a caller or already a caller and want to learn some new skills
contact Tony Oxendine to get registered.
Questions? Contact: registration@63nsdc.com or phone 870-834-5362

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE 63rd NSDC, PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT:
63nsdc.com.

ROCK – N – LITTLE ROCK

