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Little Rock is the capital and the largest city of the U.S. state of Arkansas. The Metropolitan Statistical Area
(MSA) had a population of 717,666 people in the 2012 census estimate. The MSA is included in the Little
Rock−North Little Rock, AR Combined Statistical Area, which had a population of 893,610 in the 2012 census
estimate. As of the 2010 US Census, Little Rock had a city proper population of 193,524. It is the county seat of
Pulaski County.
Located near the geographic center of Arkansas, Little Rock derives its name from a small rock formation on
the south bank of the Arkansas River called la Petite Roche (French: "the little rock"). The "little rock" was
used by early river traffic as a landmark and became a well-known river crossing. The "little rock" is across the
river from "big rock," a large bluff at the edge of the river, which was once used as a rock quarry.

Climate
Little Rock lies in the humid subtropical climate zone, with hot, humid summers and mild winters, with usually
little snow. It has experienced temperatures as low as −12 °F (−24 °C), which was recorded on February 12,
1899, and as high as 114 °F (46 °C), which was recorded on August 3, 2011.

Average temperatures in June are: High 88.9 F (31.6 C), Low 69.4 F (20.8 C).
Average humidity percentages in June: Low 70s to High 80s.
Awards and Recognition
Little Rock was named 22nd out of 361 metropolitan areas as best places for business in 2005 by Forbes
magazine.
Moody's Investor Services ranks Little Rock as the second most diverse economy in the nation.
The Brookings Institution ranks Little Rock as the 7th best metropolitan economy in the United
States in 2009, with the second best overall growth from 2008 to 2009.
Little Rock was named the 2nd cleanest city in America in 2011 by Forbes magazine.
Kiplinger names Little Rock as the #1 place to live among metropolitan areas under one million people in July
2013.
Outside magazine named Little Rock one of its 2013 Best Towns
Hospitals in Little Rock include:









Arkansas State Hospital – Psychiatric Division
Arkansas Children Hospital
Arkansas Heart Hospital
Baptist Health Medical Center
Central Arkansas Veteran's Health care System (CAVHS)
Pinnacle Pointe Hospital
St. Vincent Health System
UAMS Medical Center

Notable Places
American Taekwondo Association World Headquarters -The American Taekwondo Association [ATA] is based
in Little Rock where it hosts the World Taekwondo Championships each summer. The ATA World
Headquarters is also headquarters for all of the Songahm Taekwondo organizations including the American
Taekwondo Association, the Songahm Taekwondo Federation and the World Traditional Taekwondo Union.
These combined organizations have millions of members in the USA and worldwide.
Arkansas River Trail
Arkansas State Capital – a neo-classical structure with many restored interior spaces, constructed from 1899 to
1915
Big Dam Bridge – The longest pedestrian/bicycle bridge in North America that has never been used by cars or
truck
Clinton Presidential Library
Heifer International
Little Rock River Market District – Little Rock's most prominent entertainment district
Little Rock Zoo – Arkansas' only zoo with over 725 animals and over 200 species
Riverfront Park – a park located in downtown, hosts the annual Riverfest music festival, and is home to the La
Petite Roche (the little rock)

GHOST RIDERS BAND

The Ghost Riders Band will be appearing at the 63rd National Square Dance Convention®. They will be
performing Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings. All dancing during that time will be MAINSTREAM.
The Ghost Riders Band is a live band from California. They have been playing for square dance groups and
conventions since 1972 and have been featured at fourteen national square dance conventions. The band is
made up almost entirely of square dancers turned musicians. Come and experience square dancing to a live
band!

"FUTURE NATIONAL SQUARE DANCE CONVENTIONS”


Website

Location

Date


www.63nsdc.com

Little Rock, Arkansas

June 25-28, 2014



www.64nsdc.com

Springfield, Massachusetts June 24-27, 2015


www.65nsdc.com

Des Moines, Iowa

www.66nsdc.com

Cincinnati, Ohio

June 22-25, 2016
June 21-24, 2017


Registration Forms can be downloaded from “ALL” Convention Websites

LITTLE ROCK ATTRACTIONS
Flying into Little Rock, you will arrive at the Bill &
Hillary Clinton National Airport. The airport is a 15
minute trip to the Statehouse Convention Center and
all our contracted hotels have complimentary shuttle
service to and from the airport.

Li ttle Rock’s River Market District is home to most of
Little Rock’s entertainment and is only a 2 block walk
or Trolley ride away from the Statehouse Convention
Center. Numerous restaurants from fast food to formal
dining can be had in the River Market.

The Riverfront Amphitheatre located on the south
bank of the Arkansas River is just a short walk on the
River Walk behind the Statehouse Convention
Center.

This is an aerial view from the west overlooking the
Arkansas River with Little Rock on the right and
North Little Rock on the left. Both banks of the river
have the River Walk along them with pedestrian and
bicycle traffic only and river crossings with no
automobile traffic.

The River Walk in North Little Rock. Continue
along the Arkansas River from this point and you will
pass the Arkansas Inland Maritime Museum and the
Riverside RV Park which will be home to our RV
Park users during convention.

Skyline of Little Rock from the River Walk in North
Little Rock. The tall building on the left is the
Marriott Hotel (our Host Hotel) which is connected to
the Statehouse Convention Center to its left.

CRATER OF DIAMONDS STATE PARK
Visitors to the 63rd National Square Dance Convention® hosted in Little
Rock, Arkansas in June 2014 will have a once in a lifetime opportunity to
come home with your very own Little Rock. A special opportunity
awaits you on this exciting tour. If you think we are kidding . . . read
this!!!
They say “Diamonds are a girl’s best friend,” but for young Boy Scout
Michael Detlaff the “Glory of God’ certainly has shined brightly on him.
A family vacation trip to the Crater of Diamonds State Park in
Murfreesboro, Arkansas proved to be a very exciting day for the lucky
young man.
After searching for a mere 10 minutes, Michael discovered a 5.16 carat
honey brown diamond about the size of a jelly bean with an estimated value of $15,000. In an amazing twist of
fate, while Michael’s Father was renting his own mining equipment, young Michael made the exciting diamond
discovery. This was the 328th diamond this year discovered at the Crater of Diamond State Park and the 27th
largest diamond found since the park opened in 1906.
The Crater of Diamonds is a volcanic pipe formed over millions of years of violent volcanic eruptions deep
within the earth, and it is the first site outside of South Africa to produce diamonds at the original volcanic site.
The 37 ½ acre diamond field located in Murfreesboro, Arkansas is the site where visitors can spend the day
digging for semi-precious gemstones such as peridot, garnet, amethyst, calcite, quartz, barite and natural
diamonds. The diamond field is plowed regularly and since its beginning in 1906 an amazing 75,000 diamonds
have been discovered.
One might think digging for diamonds is an easy task and lucky Michael sure did not have any problems
finding his precious gem which he promptly named the “Glory of God,” but make sure you are prepared. Dirty
and messy diamond digging is hard work unless you are fortunate
enough to visit the Crater of Diamonds after a nice hard rain. Be
prepared to dig using a sharp spade or shovel and then hand sort the
rock and debris unearthed. The best time of day to dig is right after
sunrise when the light is best.
The 63rd National Square Dance Convention® hosted in Little Rock,
Arkansas, June 25-28, 2014, offers the perfect opportunity to find
your own diamond in the rough.
Join us on Tuesday June 24, 2014 as we explore the Crater of
Diamonds State Park and just maybe you too will discover your own
“Glory of God”.

Collecting the Gems of Education
63rd National Square Dance Convention®
Education Program
Presents

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
DANA SCHIRMER

Friday, June 27, 3:00 PM, Conway Lecture Hall
Marriott Conference Center

“CHANGE - Evolution to the Future”
Dana Schirmer began square dancing in 4-H and later belonged to a youth club
while he was attending college. In 1975 he became a charter member of a
local club and with encouragement of the club caller, Bill and Jerry Abbott, and
friends, began calling in 1977. He started his own club in 1978 and later
served as club caller for three other clubs in the Topeka, KS area. Dana and
Donna met in square dancing and were married in 1994. They now call for the
Friendship Squares, Topeka Plus Squares, Kansas City Plus Squares, Topeka
Advanced Workshop and calls at many clubs throughout Kansas and the
Midwest.
He is a past Board of Governors member for CALLERLAB and currently serves
as the Executive Director of CALLERLAB where Donna now assists him in the
day-to-day office operations. He is the Director for the Kaw Valley Callers
School providing caller training for newer caller. Dana has served several terms in various offices of the
Kansas Square Dance Callers Association, Northeast Kansas Callers Association and the Kansas State
Square Dance Convention.
Dana and Donna served as the Business Chairman for the 57th National Square Dance Convention held in
Wichita, KS in 2008 and were also on the Sunflower Board of Directors.
Dana worked twenty-five years for the Santa Fe Railway and retired in 1996 as Manager of Financial Reporting
and Budgets. He then went to work for Heartland China, Inc. as Office Administrator and Controller and later
purchased the company and operated it for four years. Dana has two daughters and seven grandchildren.

CHANGE - Evolution to the Future
Where will Square Dancing be in 10, 20, or even30 years from now? Dana Schirmer will forecast our future by
presenting where we have been, where we are going, and ideas we need to consider to evolve to the future.
Comments such as "We have always done it this way" need to change to "Let's try something different". Social
changes are occurring rapidly; however, many callers and dancers have failed to understand that not all
dancers and potential dancers can commit time to our activity as currently structured. Our product is good; we
just need to be receptive to doing some gradual changes. Our programs are not the problem; we just need to
utilize them better. In short, there is a need for us to do a better job of listening to our customers—especially
the newer and potential dancers. Plan to attend and envision our future!
This is a core unit for Leadership Certification Program and attendance is required to
complete the program. Information and new enrollment opportunities for the LCP will be
available at the door following the Keynote Address.

REGISTRATION AND HOUSING UPDATE
The majority of our hotel reservation requests have
the Marriott (Host Hotel), Doubletree (Caller Hotel)
as the #1 and #2 choices for housing. These hotels
have a limited number of rooms as is the case with
all our hotels so we are unable to house everyone in
these hotels, which requires the use of hotels away
from the convention center and busing to and from
these locations.
Many of our hotel requests list only the two hotels
above, since we can’t possibly house everyone in
these hotels we have to contact those that didn’t list
additional choices. This is causing additional work on our housing committee which causes delays in getting
out hotel confirmations. Another delay is being caused by not having Credit Card information to provide to the
hotels, required to book the rooms, please fill this information in on your registration form.
This is an area we were told in the beginning of work on our convention that has problems. We listened to past
conventions experiences and felt assured that since we were forewarned that we would not experience the same
difficulties. Wrong, even being forewarned housing is one of the most time consuming and difficult task we
have to perform.
Please be patient with us and help us with this task by providing all the information requested on the registration
form.
Thanks for your help and we will see you in Little Rock.

COMPARATIVE CONVENTION REGISTRATION STATISTICS
2005
Portland
June 30
July 31
August 31
September 30
October 31
November 30
December 31
January 31
February 28
March 31
April 30
May 31

2398
3164
3429
3663
3836
4038
4278
4545
5082
5827
6995
7193

2006
San
Antonio
2661
3395
3565
3673
3831
4036
4313
4689
5071
5582
6056
6682

Final Total

8136

7188

2007
Charlotte

2008
Wichita

2010
Louisville

2011
Detroit

2012
Spokane

3256
3364
3588
3724
3889
4061
4297
4566
4882
5110
5092
6026

2009
Long
Beach
2419
2575
2601
2821
2734
2808
3071
3396
3696
3698
3953
4923

2540
2607
2703
2912
3232
3360
2829
4116
4481
4936
5432
6295

1956
1987
2031
2111
2130
2255
2470
2642
2737
3105
3143
3493

3298
3314
3452
3659
3721
3842
3920
4101
4222
4343
4761
5047

2013
Oklahoma
City
1930
1974
2176
2261
2323
2422
2575
2793
2988
3265
3569
3761

4301
4506
4726
5005
5220
5424
5585
6002
6342
6714
7047
7568
8021

6026

4973

6295

3756

5536

4185

REGISTRATION UPDATE
Location
Arkansas
Texas
Kansas
California
Oklahoma
Tennessee
Missouri
North Carolina
Ohio
Florida
Illinois
Indiana
Washington
Louisiana
Colorado
Iowa
South Carolina
Alabama
Georgia
Michigan
Maryland

Count
231
215
199
149
117
111
91
60
60
59
57
57
54
50
48
45
45
44
44
37
33

Location
Kentucky
Oregon
Nebraska
Minnesota
Mississippi
Pennsylvania
Virginia
Massachusetts
New Jersey
Arizona
New York
Wisconsin
Vermont
New Mexico
Hawaii
Idaho
New Hampshire
Utah
South Dakota
North Dakota
Connecticut

Count
29
29
28
27
22
21
21
20
20
19
17
14
13
11
10
10
9
8
6
5
4

Location
Maine
Delaware
Montana
Alaska
Nevada
West Virginia

CANADA
GERMANY
NORWAY
BELGIUM
PHILIPPINES
SWEDEN
UNITED KINGDOM

TOTAL

Count
4
3
3
2
2
2

11
4
4
1
1
1
1

2194

2014
Little
Rock
1978
2097
2097
2194

MUST SEE ATTRACTIONS IN ARKANSAS
We are offering several tours but if you want to truly make Arkansas a vacation destination, check out some
interesting places that we don’t have listed on our tour brochure.
Our state is divided up in six geographic regions: Ozarks, Ouachitas, Central, Arkansas River Valley, Delta,
and Timberlands. Arkansas has it all, flat lands, Mountains, valleys and cities. We have history with the
Indians and Modern Technology. Go to Hot Springs to take a therapeutic bath or Magic Springs to ride a roller
coaster.
Blanchard Springs Caverns is ranked among the most beautiful underground
discoveries in the 20th century. This limestone cavern is located just outside of
Mountain View, Arkansas, which many attractions within its self. The cavern has
lighted walkways, a short film about the discovery of the cave. It has two chambers
one short trail and one a little longer. Just up the road you find some wonderful trout
fishing in the White River.
If you are wanting to canoe you might like to try the Buffalo National
River. It flows roughly 150 miles that offer boaters premier whitewater
floating. There is horseback riding, rafting and fishing services available.
Eureka Springs is known as “America’s Victorian Village”. It
preserves the turn of the century architecture. It has historic hotels,
spas (with natural hot springs). It has caves, an exotic wildlife
ranch. There is usually some kind of music being played as you
walk down the street. It is nestled in the Ozark Mountains. It is a
very romantic town.
The Old Statehouse Museum is the oldest surviving state capitol west of the Mississippi River. The museum
has been designated a National Historic Landmark. Most people probably know it best as President Bill
Clinton’s
election
night
celebrations.
It houses a
multimedia
museum
of
Arkansas History.
The Little
Rock
museum
boasts
nationally recognized collections
of Civil War battle flags, the
inaugural gowns of governor’s
wives, Arkansas art pottery
and African-American quilts. It is
located at 300 W Markham in
Little Rock. This isn’t offered in
our tour brochure because if
you do come to our convention
you can’t help but see the Old
Statehouse Museum because it is
between the Robinson Center
and
the
Marriott/Statehouse
Convention Center, where all
of our events will be taking place.
Not only is it right there it is
Free and we all like free things.
As you walk from the Convention Center to the Robinson Center enjoy the big old Oak Trees that stand in front
of this beautiful museum.
Next month we will continue with “Must See Attractions in Arkansas”.

TOURS AT THE 63rd NSDC
Little Rock City Tour
Digging for Diamonds

Hot Springs National Park
Garvan Woodlands Garden

Ozark Folk Center
Crystal Bridges

Memphis & Graceland
Branson Overnight

Visit our website at 63nsdc.com for more information on each tour and for a registration form. Tours are
limited so make your reservations early.

REGISTRATION AND HOUSING INFORMATION
The registration fee is currently:
Adults- $60.00
Youth- $30.00 for age 5-17 by June 25, 2014
Under 5 Free
Prices will increase May 1, 2014 to $75.00 for adult and ½ price for ages 5-17.
It is important to fill out and send in the Long Registration form before the Convention. The NEC requires
every dancer to fill it out before picking up their Badge and Packet. This will help cut down the lines when you
are trying to pick up your Badges and Packet.
When you convert to the Long form or if you are just now registering notice on the left hand side the red arrow.
This is where you will fill in the number of National Conventions that you have been to in the past. The
National Square Dance database does not pass this information on to the next Convention. You are the only one
that knows how many Past Conventions you have been to.
As you go down the form there are several questions asked on the form. For example, if you want a Program
Book you will need to order one on this form. By ordering your Program Book ahead of time it will assure you
of getting one and it is the only way to receive the Daily Booklets that go along with it. The Daily Booklets
dancers can easily find information on the Callers scheduled in the many halls. These will have information on
Round Dancing, Showcase of Rounds, and their teaching schedules. They will also include the schedules for
Clogging, Contra, Line Dancing, workshops and Exhibitions. You will also get a diagram of the halls in
Booklets.
You can order a Syllabus for Rounds, Clogging and Contra also on this form. If you had rather have it on CD it
can also be purchased, or how about both and save a little money.
There are so many things to see and learn in a National Convention. There will be a Sew-N-Save with many
new ideas for our wardrobe, besides the give-a-way items. You will want to pick up tickets to take your
chances on winning some of these items. On the Long Registration Form there is a place to order your Sew-NSave book. There is also a place to order your 63 rd National Square Dance Convention® Cookbook. It is more
than just a cookbook, check out some of the interesting recipes like Hummingbird juice, or just the story about
some “Burned Biscuits”.
Bus passes, even though most of our hotels downtown are fairly close by, 6 to 8 blocks in the heat of Summer
can get a person down. We will be running 3 separate routes hopefully to have a quick turn-a-round.
RV spaces, we have as many as we need. The city of North Little Rock owns the RV Park and also the
Electrical Company. What this means for us is that if we need more hookups they will go in and furnish them.
We have 30 or 50 amp/water spaces available. It is located just across the Arkansas River from the Statehouse
Convention Center. There are many things to visit beside the RV Park.
We are offering the Leadership Certification Program to anyone interested. We would like for you to mark this
on your form so it will make it easier to estimate how many people will be attending. It doesn’t cost anything to
the dancer and there is a lot of information there to learn.
Next we go into the list of hotels. Where do you want to stay? How long do you want to stay? Be sure to mark
the days of your stay. Our hotels are not high rise hotels. While you are staying in our hotels, you will find that
you will get to know the staff and feel right at home with our Southern Hospitality.
The Marriott has very quickly been filled. The Double Tree is running a close 2 nd. The other hotels are very
nice hotels and a great deal for the price.
Don’t forget at the bottom right corner there is a place to list if you are a dancer and the level of dancing that
you do. Under that is a place if you are a caller to check and indicate the level of dance you call or cue to.

Last but not least yet not on the form, GSI (Grand Square International) Caller school with Tony Oxendine,
Jerry Story and Ken Ritucci leading the school. They offer this to anyone free of charge for Sunday, Monday
and Tuesday. The only requirements are that you must be registered for the 63 rd National Square Dance
Convention®. If you are thinking about becoming a caller or already a caller and want to learn some new skills
contact Tony Oxendine to get registered.
Questions? Contact: registration@63nsdc.com or phone 870-834-5362

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE 63rd NSDC, PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT:
63nsdc.com.

ROCK – N – LITTLE ROCK

